
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

ROAD, HARBOR, AND RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.

There is a document printed by the Senate in Janu¬
ary, 1847, which does not appear tous as yet to have
attracted the degree of attention which it deserves;
for it is a document full of most interesting facts.
It is a 14 statement of appropriations for the con¬
struction and repair of roads, and for the improve¬
ment of harbors and rivers in the United Slates;
showing, as far as practicable, the amount expended
in each Slate."

This statement commences with the year 1806,
and enumerates all objects o( improvement of roads,
harbors, and rivers, and the appropriations in their
favor for each year, up to and including 1845, going
uninterruptedly through every Administration dur¬
ing that long period of years.a period remarkable
for the supremacy of Democratic rule in the Legis¬
lative as well as Executive departments. There
were occasional interruptions to the system, by
Vetoes upon measures which were considered not

suiBcienUy national in their scope, and on that ac¬

count objectionable. But the system prevailed, and
received the sanction of every President during that
long period except President Harrison, who is well
known to have been friendly to the system, but
whose death occurred within a mouth after his in¬
auguration. *

By referring to this document it appears that the
whole amount expended on all these objects during
that period, not including expenses of surveys, whs

$47,190,223. Of this amount there was expend-
x

r

Under Mr. Jefferson - - $18,400
" Mr. Madison... 250,800
44 Mr. Monroe - 706,621
44 Mr. J. Q. Adams - - 2,310,475
44 Gen. Jackson - - 10,582,882
44 Mr. Van Buren - - 2,222,544
44 Mr. Tyler - - - 1,076,500

As this period extends through about,forty years,
it will make the average expenditure on these ac¬

counts rather less than $430,000 the year.
The range of these expenditures.stoat is, the

kind of improvement authorized.can be ascertain¬
ed by referring to the document, as all are named
in it.
The cession of Louisiana was not obtained until

1803, nor was the use of steam introduced into our
waters until after that time. The war of 1812 gave
to us a knowledge which we did not before possess
of the value and importance of the Lakes. Florida
waa ceded in 1819. It was of necessity, therefore,
after these events, that the General Government had
the information required, and felt the necessity of
improving its Western rivers and Lake harbors, as

well as the harbors on its more extended line of sea

coast. It would have been worse than useless to

attempt it before, and singularly unmindful of the
great and increasing interests of the country to have
neglected it after. We accordingly find, after the
events stated, and as the Lake and Wcatern river
country became known and inhabited, that the sys-
tern of harbor and river improvements expanded it¬
self. in a word, as the country expadded, as its
western regions became inhabited, as its great rivers
and lakes and its Atlantic harbors became better
known, as its internal and external commerce in¬
creased, means of rendering navigation 44 easy and
safe".a principle adopted by the first law on these
subjects of the first Congress of the United States.
had to be commensurately extended.

If any one will examine carefully the legislation
on these subjects be will find it to have lollowed
the development of oar want* and resources, and to

have kept behind them rather than to have been
equal to their necessities. The vast and rapid
growth of the country has not received the aid it
required; but the aid that has been granted by a

(.tinted hand has been more the result of what that

growth made necessary than of fostering aid to that
growth. And it is now to be seen whether the
wants of about ten millions of people, and of an an¬

nual trade of about three hundred millions of dol¬
lars, can be neglected with impunity by any parly
or any Executive.
The Senate document to which we have referred

gives a synopsis of the legislation by Congress on
these subjects from 1806 to 1845. Curiosity and some
leisure have induced us to look into the legislation
of a previous period, the result of which we shall
endeavor to lay briefly before our readers.
The first session of the first Congress was held

in 1789. We had then no interior commerce of
any account, nor much foreign commerce, all our
commercial facilities being confined to a few imper¬
fectly known harl«ors of the Atlantic. Tlie«e re¬

quired lighthouses,buoya, piers, &c.; objects which,
under the confederation and before the present con¬
stitutional government was adapted, were in many
cases under the care of the several States respec¬
tively. Hut the constitution, under the grant of
power to regulate commerce, made these objects ol
the care ol the National Government. According¬
ly, we find all expenses in reference to them as¬

sumed by the National Government, in this very
first Congress under the Constitution. The law is
dated August 7, 1789. It is in the following words :
** That all expense* which shall accrue from and
* after the 15th August, 1789, in the necessary sup-
* port, maintenance, and repairs of all lighthouses,
' beacons, buoys, and public piers, placed or sunk
* before the passage of this act at the entrance of
. or wunin any Day, iniei, narnor, or port 01 tne
* United States, for rendering the navigation thereof
* easy and safe. .hall be defrayed out of the Trea-
. sury of the United States." It will not, we pre¬
sume, be doubted that the members of this Con¬
gress, consisting chiefly of those who formed the
constitution, understood the full intent and meaning
of it; and we have from this Congress, the first
after the adoption of the constitution, a declaratory
act adopting as objects of the rare and expense 6f
the General Government all the artificial fsrilities
to our commerce then known to us, and then tn
use with us, in sny inlet, bay, or harbor, on the
broad principle of their having been erected for
purposes of ** rendering the navigation thereof easy
and safe." We have therefore, from the very fra¬
nier* of the constitution, the principle hid down
for Government action in such cases, namely, that
these works shall be for thn purposes of rendering
navigation easy and safe. The kinds of works
enumerated were the kinds known to that time, and
were the only kinds that oar infant commerce then
required. Hut the principle under which those
kinds of works was classed was adapted to com¬
merce as it should expand itself, and is another
proof of the prophetic vision ofAe ssgscious men
of that*liy.

J'IiiilJCongress, however, require? the cession of
the jtfflpliclion of the sites of the improvements
naet*, buttlmi^Eitoiind by experience to be an

«<>iiM*rondilion. We ac-

session, appfttpria-
"'iwr.r* I '"9W dthoughshall no^^^fffd^Tthe United States, and

the smaM^^HWn sdWequent sessions, until, in

1795, the condition that jurisdiction should be ceded
to die 1/mted Slates is virtually abandoned ; a joint
jurisdiction of the two authorities. State and United
Stales, being considered such a cession of jurisdic¬
tion as the declaratory law of 1789 required.
On following this legislation up it will be found

that enumerated objects are increased beyond those
of the first law of 1789, as "slakes," 44 stakage of
channels," and of 44 sand barsand, on the 27th
April, 1798, a law will be found 44 to cause the

i4 channel of Warren river, from Narraganset bay to
4 the port of Warren, in the Stale of Rhode Island,

i4 io be staked out and marked." Here, therefore,
is a direct case of the improvement of the channel
of a river above its bay, and within the interior of a
State.
We do not perceive any difference in the power

which can erect any kind of work to indicate a chan¬
nel, a bar, or a rock, and the power to authorize
operations for the amelioration of that channel, or
lor the removal of the bar or rock. It would be
singular, indeed, if Congress had the power to erect
a lighthouse or beacon, in order to indicate to the
mariner a danger to navigation, and yet had not the
power to remove the bar or rock, and thereby ren¬
der the expense of lighthouse or beacon at that lo¬
cality for ever unnecessary. This distinction of
power, however, singular as it may seem, is held by
some modern reasoners upon the constitution.a
distinction unknown to the framers of .that instru¬
ment, equally unknown to sound reasoning, and
disavowed by the practice of the Government from
its origin to the present day.
The progress of legislation on these subjects con-

tinues to exhibit an extension of objects up to a
law of the 3d March, 1801, in which the whole
subject is covered by an extremely broad expres¬
sion. An appropriation is made in this law for
lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and public piers, and
for 44 other improvements in navigation." The
whole ground is here covered. All that is necessa¬
ry to make navigation 44 easy and safe" is here au¬
thorized, without reference to locality or to the kind
of work.

In 1802 there is the customary appropriation for
lighthouses, beacons, buoys, aud public piers, and
an extension to the additional subjects of 44 bars
and shoals," and for piers in the river Delaware.
In 1803 and 1804 the appropriation is limited to
that of previous years.

In 1805 we find .the customary appropriationand various specific appropriations for similar ob¬
jects in localities not heretofore named, tjie wants
of which became known as commerce extended it¬
self. The law of this year also contains an appro¬
priation 44 for erecting public piers iu the river
Delaware."
from 1806 to the present day we have the legis¬

lation on these subjects, in the Senate document be¬
fore noticed, gradually extending under the princi¬
ple of the declaratory law of 1789 as the commerce
of the country extended, and as the country itself
extended, and as it became inhabited and better
known. These references furnish us therefore with
an unbroken series of the most grave and the high¬
est authority, and of the practice of the Govern¬
ment under all administrations, from the first Con¬
gress of 1789 up to and including that of 1845. If,
therefore, the practice of the Government from its
origin ta the present day, under every party, can be
considered as settling a constitutional question, we
do not perceive how-the most fastidious reaaoner
can longer entertain a doubt of the power of Con¬
gress over these subjects, unless, indeed, he be of
that incurable class which has respect for no opin¬
ions but its own.

During a part of this period, however.namely,
from 1798 to 1822.there is an occasional legisla¬
tion of a different character, which it may be well
to notice. We refer to that peculiar legislation
which gave the consent of Congress to certain acts
of State legislation in reference to tonnage duties
for specific purposes. An examination into this
legislation cancreate no other impression than that the
consent of Congress is given with reluctance, gene¬
rally for very short periods, renewed as required at

subsequent sessions, and that the objects of the
legislation were frequently, and indeed chiefly, as
far as the greater number of these acts is concern¬
ed, to support health officers to ports, and for sick
and disabled seamen. The legislation is evidently
a temporary substitute, unul Congress could digest
and adopt its own course. The latter laws on these
subjects also show that the State agents employed
had to render their accounts of expenditures to the
United States' Treasury Department. After 1822
we do not perceive any more of this legislation, or
if there be any it has escaped our investigation, and
the laws on these subjects for years before 1822 are
mere renewals of consent previously given. But,
be that as it inay, these laws invariably show that
the consent of Congress had to be invoked and
granted in all cases, and, of consequence, the plan
and object had U> be such as Congress should ap¬
prove, as the consent of Congress was given to the
law of a State in which the plan and object were

exposed. This consent is also frequently accom¬

panied with a statement in the United States law of
the object, and always with a special reference to
the Slate law that is approved.

Secondly, the legislation :ilso shows that it was
not merely a temporary, but a very limited kind of
legislation, a sort of substitute until Congress could
act more directly, in which State authorities were
made agents of Congress, and were obliged, as con¬
sent was renewed, to render accounts of expendi-
ture to the United States' Treasury Department. It
may also not be out of place to remark that no body
ol United States Engineers existed till 1802.
One leading principle, unequivocally and with¬

out exception, governs the entire legislation on this
subject. It is, that, throughout and in every form,
the power of Congress was necessary to give va¬

lidity to t]ie act, or to authorize the expenditure,
whether the plan were that of using State authori-
ties as agents or United States engineers. It is in all
cases the power of Congress. Now, do we not
perceive how it can be so flattering to State
pride to be the mere agents of Congress in such
matters, or how any one who pretends to reason on
theae matters can admit the constitutional power of
Congress to use State authorities as its agents, and
yet not he able to select other agents better adapted
for the duties. The question involves a mere choice
of agents, and is not a question of constitutional
power; or, in other words, it is a mere question of
patronage and practicability. For all purposes of
improving harbors, rivers, and roads, the agency of
States, with right to feollect a tonnage duty for such
purposes, has been long since abandoned aa utterly
inefficient and impracticable. And those who de¬
sire to return to this limited and partial system either
cannot have looked into it, or seek under such a

subterfuge to disguise a deadly hostility to these
measures of improvement.
The question, therefore, between the two systems

(if that of using Stale authorities a* agents, of so
limited practice and of such impracticable applica-
tion, can be called a system) ia not a question of
power and of right, but one merely of expediency
and convenience. The utter impracticability of
using the State authorities for harbor and. river im¬
provements by a grant of tonnage duties ia loo up-
parent end too easily shown to need further remark.
It ia, in f*et, a palpable error, which could not for
a moment retain control over any rational mind
which had pursned the subject into its details, or

which waa familiar with Government operations,
It would be to subfftitute a cumbersome, partial,
local, inefficient, and impracticable system for one
that has proved to be simple and direct, national
and efficient; and would be n result of the powei
of Comgrta* in either case, as the constitutional
power of Congress over these questiona has lp bf

I invoked and admitted, whichever agent ahall be uaed.

THE FRENCH QUESTION.
SPEECH OF M n . OALHOUK.

In Si mats, Mahch 30.
Mr. CALHOUN. I do not perceive the slightest neces¬

sity for referring thia resolution [proposing congratulations to
the French] to the committee, and on that point I entirely con¬

cur with the views of the mover of it. The resolution ib aim
pie j it requites no examination of details, and the Senate is
just as competent to form an opinion of its merits ss any com
mittee can possibly be.

1 do not intend to enter at present into the groat question
presented in the resolution. To act upon it now would, in
my judgment, he premature. The people of France have
dooe much. They have made u mighty revolution- They
have overthrown an old aud powerful monarchy, anJ decreed
the establishment of a republic. Al( this they have accom¬

plished in a very short period, and without any extraordinary
bloodshed or confusion. It is indeed calculated to eicite our

wonder, and, so tsr as the aim of the French people extends,
our lively sympathy. Hut the time has not yet arrived for
congratulation. Much remains to be done. The rejl work
to bo fierformed is yet before litem. They have decreed a re¬

public, but it remain* for thuin to establish a republic. If the
French people shall succeed in that; if they shall prove them-
selves to 1* ss wise in constructing a proper constitution as

they have proved themselves to be skilful in demolishing the
old form of government; if they shall really form a constitu¬
tion which shall on one hand g\iard against violence and
anarchy, and on the other against oppression of the people,
they wilt hate achieved, indeed, a great work. They will
then be entitled to tho congratulations not only of this coun¬

try, but of the whole civilized world. But if they fail, what
then ' What then 1 Can there be a more importnnt inqui¬
ry ' If Fiance fail, under what form of government will she
tind herself' I suppose it will be out of the question to go
back to a constitutional inmarchy. The Bourbon family, in
all its branches, i«, I take it, now odious to the French peo¬
ple. Tney will hardly think of reinstating the old imperial
dynasty of Napoleon. An aristocracy they cannot think of$
aud what, then, must be tho result if they fail to establish a

republic f If it come to contests within, or wars without; if
it shall be necessary to resort to torce to repress internal dis¬
cord or overcome foreign assailants.quite a possible case.
France may find herself in the embrace of a military despotism.
Such a result would furnish no ground for congratulation,
either on our part or that of the civiliz«d world.

This is, indeed, a mighty movement. It is pregnant with
mighty conscquences. Whether the result shall prove to be
a bleating or a curse to Franee and the world, depends upon
what is coining rather than upon what has l>een already done.
A revolution in itself is not a blessing. The revolution ac¬

complished by the French people i«, indeed, a wonderful
event.the most striking, in my opinion, in history; but it
may lead to events which will make it a mighty evil. It is,
therefore, premature to offer our congratulations merely upon
a revolution. Wc must look to the consequences and the
end. We must await the termination of the movement. I
wish well to Franee.sincerely do I wish her well. There is
no man that breathes who has a deeper or more profound love
of constitutional government than I have.not one. But I
have never known a period-when there was so great a neces¬

sity for wise, deliberate, cautious procedure. Great events are
before us. There lives not the man who can say what an¬

other year may bring forth.
I offer no opinion as to the success or failure of the French

people in this effort. I see tremendous difficulties in the way
of success ; difficulties resulting from the social condition of
France, and the composition of her people. I on the
other hand, a good deal of encouragement The success of
the Prcnch people will, in my opinion, depend, at least in a

very high degree, upon the fact whether she ran prevent war,
that again depending upon two circumstances : one, whether
she may have the self control to abstain from improper inter*
teronce with surrounding countries; the other, whether they
rnav have the moderation and good sense td abstain from as

.ailing France. Thus far the leading Power of Europe has
certainly displayed great good sense and foresight. Great
Britain has dono as she ought to have done ; and I trust that
every other Power in Euro|ie will stand and look on , giving
Prance a fair opportunity to consummate the great work iu
which she has engaged. It is due to France, to the civiliied
world, and to themselves, that European Powers should ob¬
serve strict non-interference. If ahe succeed, it will be an ad¬
monition toall Europe tbat the time has arrived when they must
agree to yield to liberty in a constitutional and a stable form.
Thrones will fade away, and freedom and republican institu¬
tions become the order of the day. If, on the contrary, stand¬
ing aloof and avoiding all contest, France shall fail in this
great undertaking, after a fair trial, without the interference of
other Powers, it will do more to put down liberty under a re¬

publican form of government than any other event winch could
occur.

Now, I think that it is due all round that there shall be a

fair trial The first step to that, in my opinion, consists in
quiet lo'ikin!? on and as little interference as possible. To
France the people every where will extend their sympathy ;
but I do contend that the Governments themselves ought to be
prudent and abstemious in the expression of their sentiments.
If we, a< a government, extend our congratulations in this for¬
mal and solemn manner, others may take the opposite arid de¬
nunciatory course { and, between the two, that result will be
produced which must inevitably overthrow the revolution.an
appeal to arms. That ia one reason why this Government,
looking to the interes's of France alone, and with the kindest
feeling, ought to be cautions and abstemious in mak'ng a

move. My opinion, then, is, that the wisest course will be
to lay this resolution on the table, expressly on the ground that
it is premature. The circumstance* by which we ought to he
regulat) d in expressing or withholding our congratulation? have
not yet presented themselves. When these circumstances do oc¬

cur, the time for taking up the subject will have arrived. We
know that a National Convention, called by the Provisional
Government, ia to assemble about the middle of next month

SPEECH OF SENATOR UNDERWOOD ON THE
SAME QUESTION.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I concur entirely with the remarks
made by (he Senator from South Carolina 4 but I voted against
his nittion to lay the resolution upon the table, because I con¬
ceive it plsced me in a false position. If we had laid the re-

solution upon the table it would have been an act from which
inferences might have been drawn unfavorable to those who
so voted in reference to their sympathy with the great move¬
ment which has been made by the people of France, and I im
free to admit that my heart ia with tbem in every step which
they have taken. I have rejoiced in every movement which
the French people baa made from time to time with the view

to the establishment of a republic. But although these have
been my feelings, and now are my feelings, ationgly cherish
ed, I am admonished to caution by the fact that in all their
former efforts they have signally failed. That signal failure
heretofore admonishes me of the propriety of observing that
prudencejnd caution recommended by the 8enator from South
Carolina. I think with him tbat it ia wise to await the re*ult
of this great movement. If France succeed, her example will
be followed, I doubt not, by more than half of Eur >pe. If
she fail, not only may the chains of monarchy be riveted more

closely in Europe, but her failure may aerioualy affect the
safety of republican institutions throughout the world.
Now, what ought to be done ? It seems to me, as we are

notified through the press that the elections in France will
ahoitly take place, that the national convention will soon as¬
semble, and that, as the result of the deliberations of that
body will reach ua before we adjourn, we ought to await the
event before, as a Government, we give expression to our opi¬
nions, In the mean time it will be quite becoming in any of
ua 1* ci'izens to tender our congratulations to the French peo¬
ple in this movement. Entertaining these view*, and «* there
is no prospect that we shall obtain the result of the labor* of
'he French convention on 01 before the day named by the
Senator from Ohio, I move to postpone the con?iikration of
the resolution till the firat Monday in June.
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1)KBATE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 3, 1848.
Mr. GUMMINSasked leave to oiler the following resolution*
Hewhxil, That it becomes the ueople of the United Statei

to rejoice that the sentiment ot' ueif-tfuvemment i* commend¬
ing itself to the favorable consideration and adoption of the
intelligent and thinking men ot mII intelligent nations

He*(ilr-ed, That the only legitimate source of political poweris the will of the people, and lite only rightful end of its ex¬
ercise their good.,

Jtcsulved, That we sincerely hope lltat down-trodden Im¬
munity may succeed in breaking down all forms of tyrannyand oppression, and in the establishment of free and national
governments f r the good of the governed, and not for the ag¬grandizement of those who govern.
Jtewlved That we tender our warmest >ym|iathles to the

people of France and Italy in, their present struggle for re¬

form, and sincerely hope they may succeed in establishing free
and constitutional governments, emauatiug from aud based
<i|ton the will of the governed, suited to their wants and con¬

dition, and such as will secure to them liberty and safety.
Hetuiv d, That we tender our sympathy and hopes of suc¬

cess to every people who are seeking to establish for them¬
selves free and national governments, and that whatever of
blood and treasure may be shed or spent iu a struggle of the
oppressed against the oppressor, is to be charged to the unjust
resistance ot the oppressor, who strives to hold aud oxercisu
the right* of the people, tumped a^aiusl their will, and exer¬
cised for the benefit of the few and the oppression ot the nuiny,
anil not to the people, who seek only to regain and exercise
their natural rights in such manner as will best secure and pro¬
mote their own happiness and safety.
The reception of theVesolutions being objected to.
Mr. CUMMIN8 moved to suspend the rules to enable hiiq

to offer them. This motion was carried in the affirmative :
Yc&e 121, nays 51.

Mr. C. then moved the above resolutions, which, being read,
Mr. HiLLIARU hoped that an Executive' mewage just re-

cived would be read by general consent.
Objection being made.
Mr. H1LL1ARD moved a suspension of the rules to admit

the motion.
The CHAIR reminded Mr. H. that the rules had already

been suspended for the purpose of receiving the resolutions.
The resolutions moved by Mr. Cummins were again read-
Mr. CUMMINS demanded the previous question.
Qreat confusion instantly arose, and remonstrances mingled

with cries of " no, no; oh, don't!"
Mr.CUMMlNS withdrew his call for the previous question.
Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the fourth resolution by

inserting at the end thereof the following ;
" And we especially see an encouraging earnest of their suc¬

cess in the decree w hich pledges the said Government of
France to early measures for the immediate emancipation of
all slaves in their colonies."

Mr. 8CHENCK suggested as an amendment to the amend¬
ment to add the following :
" Recognising as we do that great cardinal republican piin-

' ciple that there Bhoutd be ' neither slavery nor involuutary
' servitude except for crime.' "

Mr. ASHMUN accepted this as a modification of his own
amendment.
And the question being on the amendment thus modified.
Mr. ASHMUN observed that he had nothing to say on the

amendment. Its propriety was so obvious as to preclude the
necessity for remark.
Many gentlemen were hereon the floor at once, contend¬

ing, with loud cries of " Mr. Speaker !" for recognition by
the Chair.
The resolution having been read as amended.
Mr. HILLIARD moved that the resolutions be referred to

the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
Mr. BAYLY moved that they be referred to a select com¬

mittee.
Mr. DUER said he had proposed expressing, in a manner

which he conceived worthy of the dignity of the House and of
the subject, the sympathy which he was very sure every gen¬
tleman could not but feel, and which he had intended to move
to be referred to a select committee, to consist of one member
from each Stale.

Mr. u. rrad nts resolution ; and, oner some conversation
between Mr. DU£K and the CHAIR.

Mr. BAYLY modified bis motion for a select committee
so as to read as follows :
" That the resolutions be referred to a select committee of

one from each State, with instructions tp report joint resolu¬
tions expressing the sympathy of this nation for the French
people in their struggle for civil liberty."

Mr. C. J. INGEKSOLL expressed his earnest wish that
the message from the President now on the Speaker's table
should be read. He presumed there would be no objection.
He understood that it was on the subject to which the pending
resolutions referred.
Much confusion, and cries of "I object, I object"
The CHAIR stated the question before the House to be on

the resolution of reference, as modified.
Mr. C. J. INGER80LL insisted that the objections made

had come too late, aa the Speaker had hauded the message to
the Clerk to be read.
The CHAIR ruled the objections to be in time, so that the

message could not not» be read but by a suspension of the
rules. He had received no intimation of whst the message
contained. The House had been taken by surprise ; and, as

the Clerk had not begun to read, or even opened the envelope
in'which the message was contained, he ruled the objection to
be in time.

Mr. C. J. INGER80LL said be was greatly surprised to
bear that the Speaker or the House bad been taken by sur¬

prise. He believed the subject of the message was generally
understood ; and, as it had been delivered to the Clerk to be
read, he took an appeal from the decision of the Chair.

1'he question being immediately put on the appeal, the ru¬

ling of the Cbair was sustained.Ayes 'JO, noes 30.
Mr. HASKELL inquired whether it was in order now to

offer a substitute '
The CHAIR replying in the negative.
Mr. HA8KELL wished it to be read for information ; but

this was objected to.

[Voices, " You can read it yourself."]
The CHAIR said the question would first be on the motion

to refer to the Committee on Foreign Affairs j if that failed, it
would next recur on referring to a select committee.

Mr. DONNBLL moved to lay the resolutions on the table.
On this motion tbe yeas and nays were called for, and or¬

dered ; and, being taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 15, nays
118. So the motion to lay on the table was rejected.

Mr. H1LLIARD said tha', in moving to refer the resolu¬
tions and amendments which bau been brought forward upon
the suhject of tbe late revolution in France to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs, be simply desired to secure a proper ex¬

pression of the sympathy which we feel in that movement.
The occasion (said be) is one of no common moment, it must

deeply affect the cause of mankind throughout tbe world. I
am not ready to extend the sympathy of this Government to

any people who simply overturn a throne, to plunge into the
wild, unrestricted, snid reckless experiment of ideal lil<erty.
Every kingless government is not of necessity a republican
government. Liberty cannot exist without law ; its elements
must be consottdsted, and its great principlea be embodied in
a constitution. The great movement in France most develop
institutions before it accomplishes any permanent good for the
French people. I confess that I am n >t free Irom apprehen¬
sion as to the future; the convulsion which exhibits a form so

attractive to-day, may yet upturn the foundations of socirty
and result in the wildest anarchy. On the other baud, there
is in the great popular movement which has so suddenly and
so successfully expelled royalty fiom France, much of promise
for that beautiful country snd for minkirid. I solemnly be¬
lieve that the time hss come when kmgcisit has lost its hold
up«n'the human mind t the world is waking Irom its deep
slomber, and mankind begin to see that the right to govern
belongs not to crowned kings but to the grest mssses. The
age in which we live will, I tru»t, witness the complete en¬
franchisement of nations which have long been governed too
much.

I tbink, sir, that we ought to sustain our Minister, Mr.
Rush, who so promptly, without the opportunity ol consulting
his Government, hailed the popular movement which expelled
a powerful dynasty ami proclaimed a republic. It was a

generous impulse which prompted the act, and tha country
will applaud it.

There are certainly some U stores in the scene which France
present! not wholly aureeable to a thoughtful observer, and
which awaken the apprehension that tha provisional govern¬
ment just established hss promised more Ibsn it can redeem.
The frmterniti which has been adopted may not lie consistent
with ngulsted liberty ; it msy be tbe dresra of idealis'-j, and
not the conception of a )>hil«eophic*l statesman. The mea¬

sure, too, which has been adopted in regard to the labor and
watf«s of operatives, doubling their compensation, and under¬
taking to employ them on the part of tbe Government, is a very
unsafe one. Ev. ry one accustomed to the order of well-
regula'ed liberty most see the danger of such legislation.
It partakes too much of the character pf a system of aocisl
eform too impracticable to lie easily recognised. Still these
may be but temporary arrangement-, designed to give tbe new
Government lime to adjust the complicated details of the great
.ask which has been undertaken. There are < ircumstance*
which msy swsken spprehension, but they cannot repress
sympathy. No, sir; tbey cannot prevent the expression ol
our deep and full sympathy with a people struggling to make ¦
free government like our own. I, for one, cannot look np»r
such s spectacle unmoved. It may be premature.i' may
even be rash < but I should feel myself unworthy of a sest ir
an American Congress, if I could refuss to cheer a people en'

Kagtd in such a work. Msy ibey go on and prosper, anc
msy they erect upon the soil of France a government lestinf
upon the great princip'es of constitutional law, en-unrig or¬
der at home, commanding respect abroad, and throwing ovei
Sorope the clear snd steady light of rat i>ma I liberty.

I regret, rir» that the gentleanan from Massachusetts (Mr
Aanwon^ ha« thought proper to ooAnsot with this subject an
other which does not belong to it. 1 do not impute to bin
any improper motive, bet he must know thai (he people o
our pert of this confederscy cannot bear without painful sen

ability their social institution* alluded to in such offensive
terms. There is on (lie part of the South nothing aggwaMve <
(bey are content to *u*taiu the Government aa it ia j tbey make
no war upon the people or the institution* of the North. But,
air, tbey observe your movement* here with profound internet.
They know their eight*, and there ia throughout their entire
bordera a purpoae to foainUin them, with a courage and thin¬
ness which nothing can intimidate or ahake.
The feeling, then, in regard to the subject which ban thus

been thruat upon the Houae *o recklessly, ia ao profound, ao
well aettle«l, and, to borrow a mode of expreseion Iruui the
French, ao eternal, that it i* impossible to touch it without
danger.

i repeat, air, that in moving to refer the resolution* before
ua to the Committee on Foreign A flairs, I have no hoatile
purpoee. I de»ire that when Congress doe* apeak upon thia
subject, it ahall apeak in well weighed and becoming terms.
1 do not like the language of these resolutions. It ao happen*
that we are often called on to vote on proposition* suddenly
thrown into the Houae, when we cannot express our own true
sense. Let the resolutions go to the appropiiate committee,
and come back to us in a better form.

Mr. McCLEltNAND said, like the honorable- gentle¬
man from Alabama, (Mr Hiuliahu,) he sympathized with
France ; like him be objected, and decidedly, to tho fire¬
brand which bad been introduced into thia subject in the form
of the amendment moved by the gentleman from Mssnachu-
setts, (Mr. Ashmuk.) Unlike the geutleman from Alabama,
however, he did not feel that distrust in the success of the
late movement in France.

Mr. H1L1.IAKD interposed, and the floor being yielded,
begged that the gentleman would not misapprehend him aa

saying that he distrusted the movement. What he had ssid was,
that there were certain indications connected with the move¬
ment which were calculated to awaken the apprehension that
all might not bedone as could be desired. He, however, hoped
for the best, and cordially sympathized with the people of Franee.

Mr. McCLERNAND proceeded. Without affirming any
thing of what the gentleman had said, he (Mr. McC.) wished
to say that he had confidence, sufficient confidence, in the ul¬
timate success of the great movement in which the French
people were engaged.

Since this subject had been introduced upon this floor, he
hoped he would be indulged by the House in a few remarks
explsnatory of his views in regard to it. If the subject had
not been introduced by some other member ho should have
felt himself called npon to introduce it, for he believed it to
be a duty incumbent on the American Congress and the Ame¬
rican people to manifest their sympathies and congratulations
at the late movement in France.
What was that movement, and on what did it rest> It

was such a movement as might very well engage the atten¬
tion of the whole world, anil particularly of the American
people, who owed France so much. It was France who be¬
friended us in our infancy and time of need, who assisted us
to establish our independence, and to erect the noble fabric
of liberty which, through the ordination of Heaven, had
become the example for her own aspirations and her own
patriotic elfort. God grant her success !
Such should be and no doubt was the sentiment of the

great mass of the American people.of every American who
was worthy of the name, who had bis heart in the right
place. As France assisted us, according to tho circumstances
in wbicb she was placed, by her arms, so we in turn should
assist France according to the circumstances in which we
are placed, by the assurance of our sympathy and our con¬

gratulations.
It was objected, however, to any formal expression, that it

was premature; that the revolution might waste itself in anarchy,
or sink into despotism ; that we shoujd wait for certainty of its
success. He thought not. Now was the time, if we really
wished France to be successful, for the voice of sympathy and
encouragement. Let that voice go forth from this hall, and
froui every city and hamlet in the land ; let it cross the Atlan¬
tic and echo in every part of France. Yes, let it resound as
the deep heartfelt shout of a free peopla of the new world that
a gifuit republic was about to be given to the cause of human
freedom in the old world. We should rejoice at the regeneration
and emancipation of enslaved oations. Freedom was one of
the appointed agents of God to advance the spiritual as well
as the temporal welfare of man : therefore it deserved to be
encouraged by us every where and at all timea ; and may ahe
continue her triumphs until the whole wotld be made to ac¬

knowledge h« r mild sceptre and genial away! It occurred to
hifn ihat the apprehensions of those who feared (be success of
the French movement were unfounded ; that auch perasna in¬
terpreted incorrectly and imperfectly the atate of Europe.
What was that atate ' and what did it import ? The revolu¬
tion of 1789, although abused in many respects, effected one
great and paramount object. It schooled France in the know¬
ledge and love of liberty, which, however it might be reprea-
aed, must at no distant day reault in the fruition nf maturity
and permanence. Had not the revolution of 1789 occurred,
perhaps France would have been leas competent for self-gov¬
ernment.for the establishment of republican inatitutiona.
perhaps the late ievolution would not have occurred at all.
One thing wm certain : France had now arrived at that mate
of moral and intellectual advancement which must prevent ber
relapsing into permanent dea|K>ti*m, which must replace every
form of royal authority with free institutions.

Be.-ides this one great advantage of the revolution of 1789.
a revolution much abus d.there were many other incidental
advantages resulting from it, aome of which were, that the
monopoly of military rank by the ancient nobility and the
richt of primogeniture in the descent of property were abolish¬
ed ; the Ultra (it cachet were auppreaaed, and perfect equal¬
ity in the administration of public justice was aecured. Yes ;
all thia and more was accomplished W ho should ray that
the work thus gloriooaly begun would not be completed ?
Who should say that France, tnus schooled by the experience
of the past, and stimulated by partial success, should not per¬
severe in ber efforta until her libertiea should be established on
a firm popular baaia ? For one he religiously believed, as he
fervently hoped, that auch would be the result.
And what had France already done towards the accom-

lishment of ihia great object ? He was ab iui to show that
pshe had done much. Goaded by a tyrannical censorship, ex¬
ercised by the Government over the lYeedom of the preas, the
freedom of (Jiacuseion, and the right of the people peaceably to
assemble and conault together for the public good, she deter¬
mined to vindicate her rights, " peaceably if she could, for¬
cibly if ahe muat." Accordingly the people of Paria appoint¬
ed a day for a reform banqnet.a pub'ic meeting where the
grievances of the people and the bnst means of redressing them
were peacesb'.y to> be discussed.the 22d of February.a day
which he hoped would hereafter be atcied to the cause of French
liberty, as it was in America from the death of the Father of
American independence. The prefect of police and the com
mander of the national guards ituued their proclamation prohi¬
biting the assemblage. But upon the day appointed large masses
of ;>eople were seen moving first towarda the place of rendezvoue,
anJ afterwards towarda the Chamber of Deputise, there to
prefer their complaints. The Government, equally determin¬
ed, directed a Urge body of troops against the people, and
thua by force of arms drove them from about the chamt>er.
The Opposition Deputies moved the impeachment of the Mi¬
nister* of Htate, and declared their purpoee to reaign if the
motion ebould be rejected ; and thua ended the first act of the
drama.
On the 23d, what had been oo (he previous day commo¬

tion now liecame insurrection, in which it waa quitn evident
a consul rable portion of the national guards sympathized,
while another portion wasemplyed againat the people, and at
some expense of blood and life. The people demanded of the
editor of the Aattonal that he ahould see that their liberties
were not again' played with.a noble tribute to the majeaty
and power of a free and faithful public preaa. The people
also demanded reform and the dismisnal of the ministers The
ministers resigned, but too late. And thus ended the second
act of the drama.
On the 24th what had been insurrection now became revo¬

lution. The King abdira'ed the crown in favor of bis gi and-
son, 'he Duke de Paria, and nominated the Duke da Nemours
for Kegent, who waa rejected, aa also waa the Ducbeea of
Orleans, by the Chamber of Deputies. Next tho people pro
claimed a Provisional Government, the King left Paria, and
from the latest information, together with the royal family,
were in England. The people bore hia shattered throne along
the streets ot Paria, hymning the song of liberty, and shout¬
ing anon for a republic upon the model of the United States.
And thos pawed away the most brilliant and influential throne
of Europe.thus ended the grand drama in tucceasful revo¬

lution.
Well, what now followed > Did the people prove true to

themselves * Did the wisdom ami ciergy of their measures

falsify the imputations of the enemies of popular governrAcul ?
He ventured the opinion that never *at there a mote august
arid eoblimo ajx'oiacle manifested by any people than that
which was manifested by the people of France in Iheir autiee-
quent conduct Among other decrees of ihe Provisional Go¬
vernment, and the civil authoiitiea subordinate thereto, he
found the following :

I. Interdiction of the meeting of the ex-Chamber of Peer*.
8. An uegaaiaaUoa of a movable National Guard of twenty-

four battalions.
3. Tuile'ie* to be an s*j lum for invalid workmen.
4. Capital punishment to be abol.shed.
5. All p >litieal_ pi-.som-r* to be liberated and furnished with

mean* to p>in their familie*,
6. Suppression ofChamber of Peer* and di (flotation ofCham¬

ber offlyttM | constitution ofa republic ; every eitiaen tt»be
n Natiot*I Guard ; the liberty of the preas guarantied and free¬
dom nf thonglit a^-ursal.

7. National workshop* to he opened for the aoemployed.
8. All citizens to remain in ni in* and defend their barri¬

cades till they have acquired all their right*.9 Abolition ot all tuleaol nohility. **

10 National Assembly (0 m th« 90th of April and
d<!ct*e a e nsitiition Population to he tfie basis nf sh otma
Representative* of the (anple fixed at nine hundred, iocluiHng
lho*e ol Algiers ion I the colonies 1 suffrage to be direct, unl-
veraal, and l>y ballot. All Preirahaaeii l»e«ly*""« jr«ars Of
age to be electors, and.all ol' twenty-ft vu to be eligible to be
elected.

II. 8) s'era of indirect t*xe* to he nodlM
Hi. All proMention* again*! the pnsa, and tor political of¬

fence* to be withdrawn, *nd prisoners eonA tied for atieh 0»-
IWwi 0 be ielnw<L

IS. 11ms (»c»>oun, rights, and property of foreigners lo beimmKiL
14. All oiti*eus to be armed m Ntlioml Guard*.
15. Diminution in the hours ot" labor.
16. Property of all kind* and work* of utility to be pre-*erve«l.
17. The army to be reorganized.
If he might be allowed to moralise upon this grand phdtio-

meuon what ahould he »ay * He ahould say it waa the natu¬ral and necessary result of conflicting elements in principles.For a long time the principle of democratic number* and po¬pular sovereignty bad been undermining the anUgoniat prin¬ciple of aristocracy and regal authority throui<houi-Europe ;and at length, in France, the austere and blood-stained
edifice of benighted centuries had been crumbled to lite dust.
armies, throne*, and castes bud been awept away as au atom
before the populai breath.
The French revolution was not merely theatriumph of the

multidudo over tbo unequal resistance of one man. Far
more. It was the triumph of liberty over tyranny ; of truth
over error; of humanity over inhumanity. Yes, it was a
distinct and authentic aununciation of the great and inestima¬
ble truth that the lime waa rapidly approaching wheu in Eu¬
rope military force must bow to moral force ; when kings
must bow to tbe superior majesty of the people ( when the
masses of Europe have only to wilt. it to be free.

France, if she maintained aud matured the fruits of her
revolution, would riae with sslient energy to tho ascendant
position and influence which would belong to her as the lead-
ing republic of Europe. 8he would be enabled to extend the
conqut sts of her free principle far beyond the flight of her
eagles in the days of the almost romantic triumphs of her
great captain. Already Italy, Denmark, Naples, Prussia,and Sardinia were awaking from the apathy of centuries, and
who ahould say that the example of France would not has¬
ten the time wheu all these countries should be enrolled uponthe blazoned list of freedom.
He needed not say that he bore towards Louis Philippe nofeelings of ill will. On the contrary, he respected him as a

man for his intelligence and many virtues. Even as a mon¬
arch, there was much in him to admire. Now, in his retire-
merit, he (Mr. McC.) would regret bis private afflictions,
liut he did not speak of the individual. He spoke of France
and liberty.consideiations far higher. As sn American, he
bore towards France a warm and affectionate gratitude, not
only for the reasons he had already assigned, but because she
was the natal land of the good, the great, the brave, the gene¬
rous, ths philanthropic, the qoble Lafayette. As an Ameri¬
can, be wished to see France and the United 8talcs as the
two great republics of the old and of the new. world soar and
culminate in the moral grandeur and glory of eternal freedom
and Christian civilization.

Mr. C. J. ING£R80LL said he rose to take no pert in
the debate further than to express, with great deference to all
parts of the House, in a word or two, his views upon the me¬
thod in which what was to be done ought to be done, and to
submit to the House what had been done on a former and
similar occasion.
He might say here that he understood that in another partof this building the President's message had been read. Of

course it was a public paper. It would pass upon tbe public
journals ; it would be familiar to every body ; and he could
not imagine that the power of this House, at least of the other
side of the House, could have any indisposition to suffer that
paper, together with the rest of tho materials on the subject,
to be referred to a standing committee, as tbe gentleman from
Alabama proposed, or to a select and special committee, as he
(Mr. I.) believed would have been the better course, and more
titting on this occasion. He begged leave to read to the House
the whole of what President Washington s lid, in the presence
of his Secretary of State, Timutby Pickering.whom nobody
would charge with Democracy.on the 1st of January, 1796,
when the French minister, Adet, presented to him the colors
of France. He took the whole paragraph, from which Mr.
Rush, our minister at France, quoted only the last part. This
was only part of bis speech.the warmest he ever made, al¬
though no doubt he spoke the honest sentiments of his mag¬
nanimous mind :
" I receive, sir, with lively sensibility the symbol of the tri¬

umphs and of the enfranchisement of your nation, the eolors
of France, which you have now presented to the United States.
The transaction will be announced to Congress, and the eolors
will be deposited in the archives of the United States, which
are at once tbe evidence and the memorials of their freedom
and independence. May this be perpetual 5 and may the
friendship of the two republics become eomruensurate with
their existence !"
Wow, upon tins proceeding of the President of the United

State* on the first of the year.on the 1st of January, 1796,
which in hi# speech he said he selected because it was a day
of gent-ral j >y.upon the reading to this House of what Gen.
Washington communicated in hw message ofJanuary 4, 1796,
what action was had f He read from the j >urnal >
" A tneisige in writing wss received from the President of

the United States, by Mr. Dandridge, his Secretary, at fol-
loweth :

" UjriTED Statks, Jauuaht 4, 1796.
"Gentlemen of the Senate and Home of Representative* :
" A letter troin the Minister Plenipotentiary of the French

Republic, received on the '2id of the last month, covered an
M(l(lrcts, dated the 21 st of October, 1794, Irom the Committee
of Public Sal'< ty to the Representatives of the United States in
Congress, and also informed me that he wss instructed by the
Committee to present to the United States the colors of France,
1 thereupon proposed to receive tbem last Friday, the first day
of the new yt^ir.a day of general jov and congratulation. On
that day the Minister of tna French Republic delivered the
colors, with an addrrsi, to which I returned an answer. By
the latter the House will see that 1 have informed the Minister
th«t the colors would be deposited with the archives of the
United States.
" Mut it seemed to me proper previously to exhibit to the

two Houses ofCongress these evidences of the continued friend¬
ship of the French Republic, together with the sentiments ex¬
pressed by me on the occasion, in behalf of the United States.
They are herewith communicated.

"GttOltGE WASHINGTON.
" The said message and papers therein referred to were

read and considered. Whereupon,
" Itmolvcd, unammotuly, That the President of the United

Slates b$ requested to make known to the Representatives of
the French p ople that this House hath received wiihthe moat
sincere mid lively sensibility the communication of the Com-
mittee of Public Safety, dated ihe 21st ol October, 1794, ac¬

companied with the colors of the French Republic, and to as¬
sure them that the presen'jition of the eolort of the French Re¬
public to the Congress of the United States it deemed the most
honorable testimonial of the existing sympathies and aflect'Oti*
of the two Republics, founded upon their solid and reciprocal
interests, and ih*t this House rejoices in the opportunity there¬
by afforded to congratulate the French nation upon the bril-
limit and glorious achievements which have been accomplished
in.<l»-r their influence during the present afflicting war, and
confidently hopes that those achievements will be attended
with the perfect attainment of their object, the permanent ea-
tabl shment of the liberties and happiness of a great and mag¬
nanimous people.
" t,r<iered, that Mr. Giles and Mr. Samuel Smith be ap-

pointed a committee to wait on the President with the forego¬
ing resolution."
Now, sutler him (Mr. L) to add, that ha had understood

that the message of the President, as it hud been read in the
Serta>e, contained an allusion to the first treaty signed hy the
Representatives of the United States.the treaty of Paris,
signed by Benjamin Franklin, Silas Dean, and Arthur Lee,
together with Mr. Gerard, the first Minister of the United
Htatea to France.a treaty which he had often heard the late
J. Q. Adams aay contained the germ of all the great prin-
riples of commercial and maritime freedom, as any body
would be aa isfied by an examination of ita provi-ions.

This was a great occasion. It was not neceessry that he
should follow his friend from Illinois (Mr. McClbri* amii) in
the expreaeion of hia opinions. His object was to aee that
whatever was done might be worthy of this great occasion,
and with aa nearly aa po«aible the unanimity of the former
occasion ; that there might ha nn party division, hut that the
voice of tho American people might be spoken as h ought to
tie speken.the voice of twenty millions of people, which
every body knew could not be spoken without immense effect.
And suffer me (said Mr. I.) simply to say, in reference to
an opinion that I s e has been expressed hy a highly distin-
guished member of thia Congrem in another branch of thia
building.with whom I began pnblic litis here, and under
whom it may be aaid I served my apprenticeship here; for
whom nobody has uniformly entertained stronger, kinder,
more respectful feelings. Suffer me to ssy that that gentle-
man's doctrine thst we are to wait, is to me a new doctrine,
which would throw our weight imo the scale ol confusion, of
civil war, and very probably of despotic government t wliere-
aa, if we act promptly, if we act unanimously, or nearly ao; if
we act with the dignity, if we act wish the decorom that be¬
comes tfaie gre.<t occasion, ihc consequence must be, with-
out any other interference than the mere expreaaion of the
good will of the American people and the Congtess of the
United Stites, and now (with the communication of the Pre-
sident, of all the branches of this Government) the conse¬

quence must he, that every where, not merely in France, but
in Italy, England, Germany, ev^ry where, the consequence
must lie the peaceable establishment of something at least ap¬
proximating io the public institotiona of this country.
He should not (he remarked) express any opinion aa to

what theae res Unions ought to be; but the withholding them
any longer Ihsn was necessary to coach in proper phrase the
judgment of this country wss to promota war and diaouvd, to
encourage the return of despo ism in its wor*t and most dan¬
gerous form He had nothing forth r to say than that he
t us ed that thia matter wonkl be done, when it waa done,
with ihe dignity that belonged to thia Hou« and the other
Houso of Cotigreis.with the decorum that belonged to the
country. He truated that theae resolutions would be referred
to a select committee and promptly reputed and acted on.

Mr. HASKELL remarked that it wasknown u> tho House
thst during the Isst week he had given formsl nirtice that upon
this dcy it was bis intention lo introduce resolutions here
expressive of the feelings of the omintry and ot (his Congress
in reference to the recent political or revolutionary movement
in Franco. vHe bad desired to embody in the form of a reso¬
lution such a temperate* hut at the tame time distinct expres¬
sion of sentiment as he thooght w. oM fully arewd with the
feeling that now animated the bosom ot the people of this
Country, and which wjtlld be cheering arid grsti ying to the


